






























Inflection point 
 























































































NDIS Miniport Driver

NDIS Protocol 
Drivers

PD NIC

Kernel-mode
PD Client

NDIS Miniport interface w/ PDPI extension

Kernel-mode

User-mode
PD privileged 
requests

NDIS/PD control path 
(PnP/Power)

NDIS Miniport Driver

NDIS Miniport Driver

Existing NDIS data/
control path

NDIS.sys

NDIS LWF

NDIS LWF

PD platform private 
interface (IOCTLs)

Kernel-mode PD data 
path

New or 
modified 
component 
not covered 
by this spec

New or 
modified 
component 
covered by 
this spec

3rd party 
component

Existing 
unmodified 
component

PD NIC

PD NIC

























































M
in

ip
o

rt
 D

ri
v
e
rs

 
A

p
p

li
c
a
ti

o
n

  
v
S

w
it

c
h

 

PacketDirect 

Provider 2 
PacketDirect 

Provider 1 

Host 

Internet Data Center 

Net Adapter 1 Net Adapter 2 





PacketDirect Client 

Site to Site GW 

NDIS Data Path 






















